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JFTB STARBASE Team Off to DC for
Rocket Competition
A Seal Beach teacher and some of his students from a Joint Forces Training Base program,
will travel to Washington, D.C., this week to participate in the Team America Rocketry
Challenge. If they win, they will get a chance to represent the United States in an international
competition in Paris.
Tim Ziesmer, a Seal Beach resident who teaches rocket science for the local Starbase
program, said he started with the program about three months after the program began at the
JFTB.
Ziesmer and the students will be staying at two hotels. Friday morning, May 17, the students
will meet with senators and congressional representatives at a “Rockets on the Hill” reception.
Ziesmer said he will be with them for the final fly-offs on Saturday, May 18. He said the kids
won’t be allowed help from any adults during the competittion. Ziesmer said they will have 45
minutes to an hour to get ready. He said the top 24 to 40 teams will have a second flight.
According to Stacey Hendrickson, the director of Starbase Los Alamitos, the local team of 10
Orange County students—mostly from Cypress—will go to Arlington’s Great Meadow (which is
in Lexington, Massachusetts) to launch their rockets.
Hendrickson said the teams must meet specific targets for time in the air (41 to 43 seconds),
weight of the rocket’s engine, and height in the air.
The teams will compete for $100,000 for the winners to split among themselves and a traveland-lodging expenses paid trip to Paris.
Hendrickson said they would have to pay for their own food. The students are 12 to 14 years
old, she said.
Right now, the JFTB team’s official name is Team Rocket to DC and Beyond.
“If they win, they’ll be team America,” Hendrickson said.
She said that last year the team came close to getting into the Rocketry Challenge Team
America Rocketry Challenge. “This year, they made it.”
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