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STARBASE Program Gives Lift to At-Risk
Youth
The greater Savannah area has joined a national effort to provide at-risk youth with an exciting
educational program in science, math and technology.

Known as STARBASE Savannah, the program is under the auspices of the Department of
Defense, and is hosted by the Army Garrison at Hunter Army Air Field, in Savannah.

Formed in 1989 through the Michigan Air National Guard, STARBASE’S focus is on a
stimulating hands-on, mind-on curriculum based on science, math, technology, personal
development and drug demand reduction. Currently there are 51 STARBASE programs
throughout the country.

STARBASE is a certified academic outreach program for at-risk, K-12 students. The program
incorporates a fast-paced state certified curriculum, taught by certified teachers, and features
hands-on activities, tours, classroom experiments, as well as expert instructors and speakers
from the community. In addition to math and science, the program stresses positive personal
goal setting, substance abuse prevention and teamwork skills. Differing from what is
considered a “field trip,” this program is an extension of the public school system curriculum.

With the first class starting in March 2012, STARBASE Savannah is a partnership with the
Chatham County school system, the Army and the STARBASE Savannah Foundation offering
the program to all fifth graders throughout the county including selected private schools.
Approximately 30 students at a time attend classes one day a week for five weeks. Students
are provided transportation and lunch. Classes run from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Good conduct is not only stressed, but required.

The students are assigned to groups called “wings.” The wings will begin by experiencing
principles of teamwork and problem solving. They are taught the theory of flight, have
classroom experiments, learn 3D computer design, flight simulation, solve navigational
problems, build a rocket, and finally graduate with a ceremony and certificate.

The STARBASE program is based on the belief that all students can learn; that students learn
best when interested and motivated, and that motivation can be generated through
experiences which are interactive, hands-on, and result in personal success.

Classrooms are provided for lectures and experiments; and Gulfstream Technology Lab
houses the computer systems capable of teaching 3D CAD generated design and construction
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of various objects like recreating interconnecting sections of the international space station in
miniature.

In addition, the students tour aircraft at Hunter Army Airfield and other nearby sources. They
tour the nearby U. S. Coast Guard Air Station Savannah. Engineers from Gulfstream
Aerospace are invited to participate as well.

STARBASE is located at Hunter Army Airfield, the only Army-hosted program in the country.
This provides an active aviation environment for the students. Being where they can see and
hear aircraft is an extension of the influence being encouraged through the learning process.
Learning in a military environment is a valuable experience.

Students are tested as they enter the program, and at the end of the program to see that the
process yields positive results. STARBASE results have been instrumental in affecting the
students’ interest in math and science as they proceed to middle school. Fifth graders are
chosen because of their susceptibility to positive influences which hopefully will act as an
incentive for them to succeed in all areas of endeavor in their futures. .

Working together with the Chatham County school system, STARBASE partners in a program
to help track graduates’ performances in math and science as they progress through middle
and high school.

The STARBASE experience is an incredible opportunity to reach the right students at the right
time. It has a direct impact on the student, the parents and the community. It is a program built
on learning by doing, and success will hopefully have an influence on each graduate’s peer
group. It’s called personal pride and a determination to succeed.

If just one at risk student becomes interested in pursuing STEM, the program is successful.

L. Scott Martens is chairman of the STARBASE Savannah Foundation Inc. Other members
include Vice Chairman — Maj. Gen. William Bland, USAF Ret., Maj. Gen. Wick Searcy, USAF
Ret., Treasurer — Col. Ed Wexler, USAF Ret., Director — Lt. Gen. Donald E. (Rosie)
Rosenblum, US Army Ret. and Director — Col. Dale Colter, Ret. USAF, rep. Gulfstream
Aerospacewww.starbasedod.org [1].
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