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Types of Scientists
A person who practices the scientific method is a scientist. Are you curious about the different types of scientists? Here are examples of scientists and
descriptions of the type of work they do and how much education you need if you want to make it a career.

Chemists often work in a lab with chemicals. Compassionate Eye Foundation/Tom Grill, Getty Images

1. Chemist [1]

Chemists study the properties of matter and chemical reactions. Chemists find ways to make new chemicals, decipher how things work, and perform
sample analyses. These scientists are at home at a lab and on a computer. At a minimum, chemists have college degrees. Many have advanced degrees.
More » [1]
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Meteorologist studying a satellite weather map. javier Larrea / Getty Images

2. Meteorologist [5]

A meteorologist is much more than the person who gives you the weekend weather forecast! Meteorologists do predict the weather, but they also study
and model it, to understand how it works and how weather affects life on earth. Meteorologists are comfortable with computers and mathematics. They
hone communication skills so they can share their findings with the public. There are several types of meteorologist, so the educational requirements
depend on the job. More » [5]
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Archaeologist at an excavation site in South Africa. Homebrew Films Company/Getty Images

3. Archaeologist [6]

Are you fascinated by the past? An archaeologist studies past civilizations to learn how people lived in the past. Their research also helps us understand
changes that have occurred over time. Archaeologists have college and advanced degrees. Archaeologists may work in the field, a museum, a classroom,
a lab, or a combination of locations. More » [6]
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This marine biologist is studying a manta ray. Mark Conlin, Getty Images

4. Marine Biologist [9]

Are you interested in sea life? Marine biologists study organisms that live in a marine (saltwater) environment. This type of scientist usually works near an
ocean. The work may include studying organisms in the wild, working with them in an aquarium, or teaching. Marine biologists typically have advanced
degrees. More » [9]

Psychologists unravel the secrets of the brain. John Lund, Getty Images

5. Psychologist [10]
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Psychologists study human behavior. Some psychologists offer therapy, others teach, while some study animal and human behavior. Psychology is a
huge field, with job opportunities in businesses, schools, labs, and really anywhere with people or animals. Most psychologists have advanced degrees.
More » [10]
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Astronomers study the cosmos. James Brey, Getty Images

6. Astronomer [12]

Astronomers study the heavens, including galaxies, stars, planets, and moons. While certain objects are best observed when it's dark, you don't have to be
a night owl to be an astronomer. Solar astronomy, for example, is a daytime science. Astronomers typically work for universities or research institutes. Most
have a doctoral degree, although amateur astronomy is a valuable part of the science. More » [12]

Geologists are scientists who study the earth. Monty Rakusen, Getty Images

7. Geologist [13]

Are you a rock hound? Geologists study rocks, landforms, and how the Earth is made and changes over time. Geologists are comfortable with the other
natural science and with computers. They work in the field, in labs, in schools, for the government... pretty much everywhere. A college degree is the
starting point for geology. Many geologists have advanced degrees. More » [13]

Physicists often work in labs, although they may spend time on computers, too. Wouter van Caspel, Getty Images

8. Physicist [14]
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Physics is the study of matter and energy. Physicists study how things work, from the smallest subatomic particles to the entire universe. These scientists
are comfortable with math and computers, as well as lab equipment. Physicists typically teach or work in labs. Most have doctoral degrees. More » [14]

Biologists study living things. Ariel Skelley, Getty Images

9. Biologist [15]

Biologists study living organisms. Because this is such a broad topic, most biologists choose an area of specialization, such as physiology, botany, cell
biology, or zoology. Biologists, like other scientists, have college degrees and often advanced degrees. These scientists work in labs, classrooms, in the
field, and other locations. More » [15]

Interdisciplinary Science

Many modern scientists work in more than one discipline. For example, a biochemist studies both biology and chemistry. An astrophysicist studies
astronomy and physics. It's not uncommon for scientists to master other areas that complement their research, such as mathematics, computer science, or
business. Many get undergraduate degrees in one field and advanced degrees in another discipline. Scientists are always learning new things and
developing innovative techniques.

By Anne Marie Helmenstine, Ph.D. [16], Chemistry Expert [17]

For original article, click here. [18]
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